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DECLARATION 
©" 'OF Teftimony given by Captain 
ROBERT NOR WOOD 
Under bis hand,(the which was by him publick- 


ly-zcad at merting in Ab-church before Mr. Sidrack 
Simpſan gagether with many others; ) 


April21.1 65 t- 
Wherein is Laid dewne bis beliefe concerning God, what be is, wha 
Chrift is; and what the Spirit is; what the ſoul is ; what the body 
and jpitit of man i13 and alſo bis beljefe.concerning the reſurrefti- 


on ; With certain quer# Kerning What the Dive!l$q- 
$01 or Serpent is ? whe Antichrifty! fatje.propbet-or dragon is ? 
what the true and very Chrift-is >? New Srowght to publick view 
for clearing of truth, [diſcovering of trxo, "and bis own vindicati- 


Twering of tro, 

68 in referexce to matly wwguſt and wnrue Apperfiont caſt upon vim. 
* Do beleeve oneGod, or one infinite eternal being, 
which onely or alone gives a being toall things that 
are, in whom, from whom, and by whom, all 
things doconfift,exſift and ſubkiſt,be ro be unchan ge- 
able or immutable, whoſe efſence and preſence is e- 
very where, yet 
life in himſelfe and is the alone life of all things, whether 
viſible or inviſible; in bim I verily beleeve there is not the 
* leaſt variation, or ſhadow of change, for'he Is or Tom: 
That this ſame infinite, eternal one hath given a threc-fold 
declaration or manifeſtation of himſelfe in One. 

I do farther belcev,according to the Seriptures, the dec] a- 
ration.manifefiacion or outgoing of this infinit,cternal 5e- 
Ing ia or by the word in infinite wiſdome and pow:r in 


creation, according to that which is written, Thar by it all 


_ things were made, and without it was made nothing that 
was made; which is alſo called Chriſt or the firft borne or 


onely begotten of the Father, or the Anointedor anoining 


$ of God; in which reſpeR, ke is ſaidro be che life and light 
0 
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comprehended no where, he onely having - 
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ofthe world,as indeed he is,which 1 iedfafily belcevez and 


TEL IO; Freak 


in the worldzand che world. was. made by him, though the 
ou 


world knew him notz that hecame to liis own though his 
owh received him not, : the ſame Chrift I tedfaftlybeleeve 
to be my onely and alone Tighr and life and falvation; and 
ſo much and ſo far as I have attajned,him or it or rather he 
Or it, is riſen up or oht forth, it or himſelfe in me, fo 
far | judge my fſelfe to live or be alive or ſaved, or to have - 
attained ſalvation and no farther: and what ever elſc is in 
me,l take to be of the fleſh , the devill or darkneſfe, or fin 
or hell, antichrifſt or of 'the falſe prophet:for thac which is 
borne of che fleſh is Bleſh, and that which is borne of the ſpi- 
ritis ſpicic. Thatthis Chrift, Word, or Son is One with 
the Father in the Spicit,lalſoftedfaltly belecve. 

I do farther belceve concerning the Spirit, or Holy Ghoſt 
as its called,that it infinitely and eternally proceeded from 
the Father and the Son, and that he is the immediate life 
and being of all things, and is the alone true witnef{c- bearer 
to the father and the ſon Fobn 5, 6. and neither Father nor 
Son, yet both Father and Son,not three but One:One intire, 
fol, undivided being in themſelves; whence in Scripture 
he is called ſometimes the ſpirit of the father or God , and 
ſomtimes the ſpiric of Chriſtzin or by which ſpirit we have 
communicn with theFather and the Son:he in us,we in him 
are by it madeperfeQin one; which alſo is more or moſt 
properly called the fpirit of eruthy or rather the ſpiric 
which is trath: he onely and alone leading into'all truth, 
or the all of all truth which is God himſelfe. 

Concerning that we call man,Pauldiftinguilhesinto three: 
ſoul, 'body, and-ſpiric. The ſoul I take or beleeve to be of 
the divine effence: for it's ſaid, God breathed into him the 
breath of life, and he or ic became a living ſoul : for fo the. 
Scripture rendess the divine principle, ſometimes he,ſume- 
tires itz and indeed,that which is there ſaidto be breathed 
* Into many] cannot conceive to be lefle or other then his own 
eſſence or ſpirit, there being nothing bue himſelfe, to go 
forth from and in himſeIfun'o us : he inhis Son by his Spi- 
rit, ſtating himſelf in us though in weaknefſe, called clſe- 


where ":iz Image, or Spiritzas where its ſaid, My picis.ſhall 
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tcive wich man; for chac he allo is fleſh. 1c's cal .. 


ted alſo the ſpicir of truth or which'ts truth; true ho! ineſs 
or tfuth in” holinefſe and righteouſneſſe? which' image or 
Ife of God in man; bs confeſt by all of moſt if I'miltake noe 
neither was nor could be totaly or finaly Toft,thoughmack 
defaced as they call it:.. And cruly(asT conceive) there'muſ 


| be;andis a perfelt trurh in every created Creature accord- - 


ing to irs kind, which is the inviſible life and being of it, 

the viſibility being onely a repreſentation or fignre of the 
- inviſiblelife and glory,according to that in theRemanr, That 
' which may be knowne of God,is manifeft in them : for God 
hath ſbewed it unto them: for che invitible things of him, 
that is,biseternal power andGod- head are ſeen by the crea 
tion of the world , being confidered in his workes, to the 
intent they ſhould be without excuſe. By the God- head 
muſt be there meantTrinity in Unity &Unity inTrinicy; yet 
evrey thing in its order,kinde or end,according to what he 
hath appointed every veſſel to hold forth of himſelf, accord- 
ing to that in'the Corintbs, where it is aid,that there are bodies 
heavenly,and bodies earthly; and that the glory of the hea- 
venly is one, and theglory of the earthly is another; and 
that one ſtar diffeteth from another in glory:yet are all theſe 
' butone in the union , according to that Par! ſpeakes in an- 
-xther place,that there are ſeveral gifts and adminiftrations, 
yet but one ſpirit,and all by one and che ſame fpicit; which 
perfeR and inviſible eruth cannot be lefſe or other then the 
divine eſſence : Man . carrying thebeautious tranſparent 


ſplendor of the repreſentation in this earthly creation; yet 
is not God the Creatare,nor the Creature God:for we muſt 


hold God and the created by God for could you ſpeak all; 
the inviſible glories ſþadowedor held forth in the whole vi- 
fible creation, you could not ſpeake God:for he is all things 
yet nothing; He i5;zwhich ſhort word,if cruly known and un- 
derſtood, ſpeaks him moft. And indeed,were this light,life, 
or image of God inman,wholly extin&,man would become 
more brutiſh then the beafts; which chat it is not, appears 
plainly to me from that place where it is written, That the 
Gentiles who bave not the law, do the things contained in 


he law 3 which ſhew the effeQs of the Jaw written in their | 
hearts,their conſciences bearing wicneſſe, & their thoughts * 


_ accuſing or cxculing one another. For 
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who was a lier or decely 
thing ; aud Pax! isſaid to fight with beaſts hr a $4 Chrift 
when tempted by Peter, (although a Diſci ey all bim 
Satan:Every one or every thing taki its tion 
from the a1 ub ar quality of cha ſpirit which bath the 
major or moſt ruling power and dominion in and over him 
or it.lt's ſai, here are legions of divels:& we ſay, there is a 
covetous devil, an unclean devill,an envious devil,a wrath- 
ful deivl and the like-And (o it's faid, there are many Anti» 
chrifts.no one carrying the whele tountain in bim, though 
each one be from one fountain: ſo on the contrary,no one 
bath the whole fountain of life or light in bim,(it I may ſo 
us oe every cne ip meaſure eccording to che good plea 
ure of him who filleth all in all things. HencePgy/ Githche? 
are babes and firong men in Chriſt; 2nd ſo Jobs calls ſome 
ome fahers, ſome young men: and farther ſaith 
thas. Little childrenglet no man deceive you : he that hath 
ſnefle,is righteous, as he is righceous:he that com- 
fin,is of the devil:for the devil finneth from the be« 
ginoing. For this purpole the ſon of God was made ma.. 
nifeſt, that he might deſtroy the works of the devil. Who- 
ſever is borne of God, doth not commit ſin: for his ſeed 
remaineth in bim and he cannot fin becauſe he is borne of 
God, And hence Pau! alſo, It's not I;but Chriſt in me. And 
agsine,Jc's not 1; but fin in me. Andthe Scripture every 
where comprehends all unJer theſe two ſtates or termes of 
lighe and darkneffe, the natural man, and the ſpiritual man 
children of light or life, and children of death and dark- 
nefſe,according to the rule, power or government each ſpi- 
rit hach in them. Wherefore it's aid, Know you not,that co | 


Whoimloever you give your ſelves as ſervants to , he] 


cervans _ 


= SJ | 
ſervants you ure eo whom ye obey, whecker it be of fin unz © 
NA BF abacietice anto righteonſactſe?Againe ir's writ- 
ett you who were darkneffe, ace now become light; you 
who were dead ia creſpalies and fins hath he now quickned, 
and cranflated into the Kingdome of Chrift: and that we 
are riſen rogetlice with Chrift;and that he is oar reſurre&i- 
on & og Sata be hath raiſed as up,and made w fit co* 
gerbe e rnd woe or things in Chriſt. And in the 
e 2, to the Ephe, This iric in man is called the fpiric 
or Prince that rulech in the aire, which indeed is an airy, 
Iylng notion ſwimming in che head or braine of man , ha- 
no foundation or roote in God who iscrathybut is al- 
be, be enmicy with ft. We are alfo ſaid to be dead whilf 
we live. From all which I concetve,the chief, if not the one» 
ly reſacreFion pointed unto and Intended in Scripture, is 
our rifing up out of that drath and darknefſe, orhell we 
were held in or Kept under by : or rather Chriſt who is our 
Iight,our life,our all in all , arifing in his owne life, light, 
power and glory in us, ſwallowing up or d:Rroying death, 
darknefſe, fin, hell and what ever elſe is contrary to or 
| aſt him and us and ſo bringing us in and hime - 
into chat glory he had in and with che Farher before 
the world was. Wherefore it's ſaid, The Kingdome of 
heaven Iswithin you:% when they ſap,lo hereJo theregbeleey 
ic noc,. But I not, neither think this will be in irs 
helghit and fall pecfeftion till the ſepararion” by that we 
call death, ic be accompliſhed und compleared, nor whilt 
inthele arehly noregary Nay Bows) wauere rn 
our earthly garments,and. be c apon 
ind<d our true clothing; which made Pau! fo grone wich 
defice thereof ; indeed, the Saints are untlothing dayty and 
tnarvelous unclochings and clothings are ar hand. 
_ For the body which is inJted beaffial ofthe fame nature 
and ſubſtance with the beafts,! conceive and beleeve; It alſo 
half have ex refurteR&ion in ics kinde, rogerher with other 
of the like kinde, azcarding ro that in rh fieſt of rhe Co- 
finhe3 15. For to ſpelt petigerly,nothing dieschet is, an- 
nihtfate]; av niany db ittiagine; bue dias jp m glory 
toglory : but for the ſoul. to be reunited again to this 
beaMial body of fleſh'blood,antt bones after feptra- 
on, 
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Ne nk w 
fic in the temple of Chrift,as if he were Chrift, as if he were 
' thetrac Anointed or Anointing, who will have others to 
beleeve as he beleeves , for no other reaſon, but becauſe he 
beleeves ſo; forgetting that Chriſt, as ke is the life, ſo he is 
the light of every one that comes into the world,8 that none 
Can COme to he? ather but by theSon:nor none unto the Son 
but by the Spirit, which 3. are one in the unjone., 

For farther manifeſtation and clearing of the truth, I de- 
fire in all humblenefſe of minde and mecknefſe of ſpirit, in 
reference tomy own and others arisfaQtion,in a ſober & or- 
derly way, an anſwer cothele following quere's. 

1. What chatDevil or Serpent ies $a is ſaid to deceive 

Eve ; his, or its natare and property what it is? 
- > Whether properly and truly there 50w be ſaid to have 
beene, or Ih any more then 6ne devil, ferpent,, Satan or 
deceiverz though he or it manifeſt i it ſelfe ſeveral wayes, and 
after divers manners? - 

* 3. "What the true and ve ry Anti: FO or falle prophet 


is; their nature, property or r qual lity what it is? © 
4- Where the true na poper ſeate, reſidence , power or 


Nu opus of the < rpent, deceiyer, . or 

Dragon is, or this fal « Cholli: | probh et 18 rai 
5-. Whereby,or md gs id to decive, or 

wherein Fo | gs or ſtrength © of thelt? or It's terptation 


1, What the true and very Chriſt is, who 3s aid in Scri- 
phure 


"7 ; 0) 

pture tobethe onely and alone light and life of the world? 

$.. | 
to deliver us from fin, death, and hell? 

- Thecrue, reall and very ground, cauſeand end of his 
deach-or defolucion, reſurre&ion, and aſcenſi- 
on 3. a8alſo his incarnation and incerceſſion what they fig- 
fy or hold forth, to us, aud how or in what. manuer or 
xce, weare to look on them, and what uſe we are to 
makeof them, fince the ſcriptures boch old and new are ye- 
ry myſterious, as where Chriſt ſaich Except ye eat my fleſh, 
& drink my blood, you have no life in you:and that he was 
that rock that followed them , ang that Maxna that came 
down from heav:n; And Pas! faith, although he had known 
Chriſt after che fleſh (which could not be meant of a cor- 
poral knowledge) yet henceforth would he know him fo 
no more: and tic farther faith, That Chriſt is the ſame yeſter- 

An anſwer aherdia) Xebro on this day ſennit, here 
in this place before all the people in wricingor elſe ſome 0- 
| ther may in love, peace and quictneſſe, have liberty to give 

anſwer chereunto.', _ 

And Ido farther declare, what ever man or men, re- 
port, accuſe, or charge me with blaſphemy, or any error 
or errors maintain«d,countenanced orencouraged by me,or 
any other ching or matter contrary to or againit the laws of 
- this Nation,or prejudicial to this State orCommon-wealth, 

and do not duly prove the ſame againſt me, is in the gh 
of God and man a flanderer,back-biter and murderec:and in 
caſe any theſaid crime,or crimesbe proved againſt me,[ (hall 
defire no favour; but ſhall willingly and readily give up my 
ſelfe, coundergo and ſuffer what penalty or penalties ſoe - 
ever by law, is tobe inf: &-d in ſach caſes without the leaſt 
partiality.. POST-SCRIPT. 

To which 9veres I could not obtain from Mr, Simpſon any 
anſwer,noc fo much as whether he would, or could anſwer 
them or no?whether he Gid leſs then bely or blaſpheme God 
before all the people,] will notylec them preſent judge. And if 
I prove not him,$& the Clergy of England generally,who cry 


. _-- out of others for hereſie & blaſphemp,ch< greateſt deceivers, 


or falfifiers of the truth,and Blaſphemers{ 23 themſelves-call 
it )in the Nationlet me dy the death. This 
IS B 


in what ſence heis properly, and truly falp 
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\ Nſtcad of anfaarth my @weries pro- 
x: poſed, or from g.wy Ser rok 
WF vying my. allertions, errors; 1 under- 
a5. ſjand that you nidyourChurch Fas 
*"m, you call it haveexcommunicated 
before: comeout from you , having 


long 
| hating t- left communion with you , neither 
ene Lang longer upon that acoogjuty 
told communion ot fellowſhip with you''; the 
Jronnd and reafon- whereof Tforbearto publiſh at 
preſent;'\|becauſe + wilh yet ſpare you- You have 
AkasLb giretaweuptotheDevill, I therefore 
dohete 1lthis people tequireofyou, whoſe 
ions hon {8 II wiltallfay! itis;toinſtruc, 
whatchat Devil isto whom you 

hevafagien meup,” hopingyouarenot"ſo' 1gno- 
rant:as to'givemeupto him. whom you! opted not, 
erxharhicproperties and qualities are?" 
. Abddhen, what -1t-isyou have fo'given up, 
whether ahe whole'5 Seb; body and ſpirit? or what 
0» "1 £44 Hah you bavogivert wpt | 

: 8'3j 3. What 


oe. TEE: 
3. What power, right and authority you had ſo to 


do? | \ a of | 
" '4« Whether you have power again to deliver me from 
the devil? © | 6-2. 

Thereaſon why I require this, is that I might 
getfrom under his power and .dominion, a- 
void and be delivered from his ſnares, wiles and 
ſubtilties, as Land all people ought to do. . 

Next, I require for bowlong, or untill what 
time you have given me up to theDevi{> If you 
ſay, untill Trepent; you muſt then firſt provefrom 
. ſcripture, that that which I have aderted is to bere= 
pented of and turned from, and thecontrary to be 
received, embraced, owned end walked in;which 
is indeed truerepentance, which yet you have not 
done, as you, ought to. do, before you makeany 
ſl gry. againſt any. 

w I do here ſolemnly promiſe before all the 
people, 'that if you ſhall from Scripture provethe 
' things ſuch, whereof you did accuſe me, and I under 
my hand haveaſlerteds that I will fo farre as: God: 
ſhall enable me, truly repent & turn fromthe ſame, 
& under my hand publiſh my Tecantation:till which 
time, «I may notreced from the'things 7 leaſt -Ibe 
found in «F075 of God, 8 man adelertor of that 
trath,God by:his ſpirit in the Scriptures hath made 
known tome; asalſo an eminem andevident brea- 
ker of that firſt and great command, which ſaith, 
 Thowſbal] worſbip the Lord thy God, with all thine heart, 


hearer, ſerver or worſhipperof men, 'or the-falſe 
orlying ſpirit in men, -which isto worſhip the de- 
vil: for not to worſhip God ortruth, is to worſhip 
hedevl), or a ly. | | Fhat 


* (12) 


ror or blaſphemy, was(as Tunde 
br <1" of the Divine effence,or of heellence 


' NowTearneſtlydefire, begg and intreate; Nay 


I do here in the preſence of all this people, - require 
ou in the narne of our Lord: Jeſus Chri(t; whoſe 
Embaiſadour or Miniſter you fay you are, and 
whoſe mind youthen muſt needs have; and asyou 
will anſwer it at the great day of hisappearing ; 
that you tel, declare and-prove, to-me from Scrip- 
ture or any other way, that holds Analogie there- 
with ; what in very deed anderuth theſoul is, that 
. foT may repent and recant this my error ( if it be 
found ſo )and bedelivered from the power of dark- 
neſs and of the devil or ſnaresof Satan, the very end 
for which Chriſt his 1iters and Embaſſadors were 
+» ſent, andthat in writingzthat it may beconſider 
compared with and tryed by the Scriptures at 
true A#alogie of our faith, I being very deſirous to 
forſakeall and every error, though carrying never 
ſo ſpeciousa ſhew of truth, though never ſo old or 
| new, profitableor honorablein the worlds eſteem, 
knowing welt what they are, & whencethey come 
and alſo that true ſalvation is only and alone of and 
in rhe truth - And that becauſe it's ſtrong above 
all-TH IN GS,IT, and I T onelybeingeverlaſt- 
mg. | 
2. Secondly that you prove to me from Scripture, or 
| Jomndreaſon, what the ſpirit of man, or man 5 natural 
*. EEE $150 

' 3. What the true and very heaven aud hell is,ſpoken 
_ of in Scripture, and you fromGod or Chriſt{as ” 
ay 


That which you did then charge me with, as er. 
)that T held: 
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_—_ Snolbes: known and diſcovered to the _ 


of-all "other things c-all thingsdle beipg but as it 
wee accellaries thereunto , -theretore certainely 
wult needs be known t0,y0u, Bs bewhat you 
ſay you ares. ye it's very much ro. befeared, that 
very ſew. of you havethe true knowledge either of 
MM one my the other, but that colt fancy boch the 
& other, as the Papi/t their Purgatary, 
_—_— Poets their Elifgen fields, 152 hnadansl Ev1- 
dent: 'Both-Godand hs Devill, beth geath and 
like, both beaven and hell; þcing very much near- 
erto usall, then wealeawareot. 
x do therefore again. in, the love and bawels of 
Chriſt, intreat and beleech you far my. own-and o- 


thers {attsfaGtian (as/you are; ! or PiFrend te be bis 
Minifteror Emballadour )that 1 way {peedily. have 
anſwer hereunto in writing, 2 allo to thole for- 


CY je. che oh Devil 
or,andiounde the powerof theiDevi 
or:tarkneſie; you haye bound your ſeifhercun reynto, 

notonely by your pro felion, bug. ef gecially by. that 

att ofyours againſt me: fohow ſhell Theltevecon- 

ion nat? hozy ſhall I regtor, 

T- --* diflaimeorrcvoke BTIOD, OLE agerror u 

WE: er t you prove it ſo from Scripture? An do 
; {ET a6 Ng ns ks excuſe;that I diſown you, as having an 

| g any 

| | Felation toyou; fince your ſelthayctaken that au- 

- thority upon yon, and you ought in thiscaſe to 

- Wive' an account. or reaſon j-of the faith and bope 

_HiarSin you,as] baredene f pretendnottoan by 
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vinlbRablonsofahy more? rh thin Page: Bll. fl 
which equally with thoſe if not non | ; 
mores pretended to by you, Jelcrve to be toge- ; 
ther with your felf excommunicated the Nation; 'Y 


and the reſt 52 yourtraternity asthe E 
4nd peſts'of the Nation; the ve! ond; gs 
hell, workers of be "oe | Ipcak Ton calt 
bee B44 A er, peacerble-mimded mitt - 
Ce invi o Fc bnFfollv ey hrttuth in ove. no, 
Ru TIoWanShOHor WAH try foul. 


q chaiged - ute '5pon me farce? 5 1 
Meek or Grey apron outward conver- 2 
1, Was, thi 1 Ts tl Wy MYWGbce 62 4 
repoled in te: to Which Tofteiianddgaih 4 
-crt and divers others, didfo * 
_—- the Preſence = het the1xf | 
Hg I thould ſpeak, 1 (pi 
ey conceived Id rg nd firther'di 
#1 9id ſpeak them n+; b 4) 
od, ab Het therein; awd if I hd 
thetn; Trinuſt fin agaiiiſt th own foul. "af. 
ifying &r breach of truſt was' 1 
eainſt me. 'S 
James ſaith,that the tongue ſets on DO: IE : 

of Nature and that it is ſet on fire of ell , where then is | 
| hell? and what then are theſe criers ont of Others, for ! 

| WO” , OR and the like? who indeed come y 
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nearer the truth, and. 
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abetter account thereof 


nſelves can or will do... Judge O England ! 
Ny Judge O all yeNations, who they have been 
A 1 that have thus ſet England, nay all Nati- 


ns on fire, as at this day 3. and at whoſe hands that 
; ler of bloud ch hath been ſhed ſhall be 
required | M 

Where | ſpeak of the ſpirit of man or mans natu- 

ral ſpiritldo not meane it was made ſuch as is there 
expreſt; no,but no ſooner made but it became ſuch, 
and remaines ſuch until renued,inlightaed,or born 
in:wherfore Pax! (aith, be renued in the ſpirit of 
your mind, being in your own ſpirit in which you are 
fallen and gone from God, from liteand ſalyation 
and ſobecome dead, beaſtiall and deviliſh of finne 
and bell; be as you were at firſt, return to yourlife: 
this is indeed that Prodigall, that baving gotten 
his ſtock would now live and beof himſelf, he wawuld 
not that God: ſhould beall. henothing,but in him, 
but he would be in and of himſelf; and this that 
god of the world, that deyill, that beaſt, that ſer- 
pent, that dragon that hitherto hath had thechief 
government ofthe world, even mans naturall ſpi- 
rit, which 1s at. this day much heightned and im- 


proved:but God is comming to deſtroy both it, and 


all its ſeeming gloricus ereftions, together with that 
Antichriſt, man offinne, and falſe Prophet. 
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